09 June 2026

Ms Ros Fogliani

State Coroner

Coroner's Court

Level 10, Central Law Courts
501 Hay Street

PERTH, WA, 6000

Dear Coroner,
Re: Inquest into death of Virginia Giuffre

We write as researchers and experts in domestic and family violence (DFV) and violence against women to
formally support the family's call for a public inquest into the death of Virginia Giuffre, and to draw your
attention to evidence that makes such an inquest not only appropriate but necessary.

We also write with a sense of the particular significance of this case. Virginia Giuffre spent much of her adult
life in courageous pursuit of accountability for the abuse she suffered, taking significant personal risk to
expose a network of exploitation and in doing so helping to protect other women. It would be a profound
injustice if the question of whether systems failed her in her final months were not examined with equivalent
rigour. We owe her that — and we owe it to the many women whose experiences mirror hers but whose deaths
will never receive this level of attention.

The evidence base on this issue is unambiguous, and particularly so in Western Australia. The WA
Ombudsman's own investigation found that in 2017, 56% of women and children who died by suicide in WA
had been identified as victims of DFV by authorities prior to their death (WA Ombudsman 2022). This figure is
almost certainly an underestimate given the well-documented underreporting of DFV in official systems.
Emerging evidence further suggests that deaths by suicide in the context of DFV may be three times greater
than the number of women killed by an intimate partner (Campbell et al. 2024) — yet unlike homicide, these
deaths rarely receive equivalent scrutiny. Coronial processes too frequently treat mental ill health as the
primary explanatory lens, obscuring the role of coercive control and systemic failure (Douglas et al. 2025).
Misidentification of victim-survivors as perpetrators is a well-documented and dangerous failure — one that can
result in loss of access to children, exclusion from the family home, criminalisation, and significantly elevated
suicide risk. Research identifies the removal of children as a significant contributor to hopelessness among
victim-survivors (Douglas et al. 2025), and the weaponisation of legal mechanisms, including restraining
orders, as a tactic of coercive control is equally well established (Vasil, Fitz-Gibbon & Segrave 2025).

Virginia Giuffre's death is unusual only in that it is visible. Her public profile means there is an unusually
detailed record of her final months — and what that record shows is deeply consistent with what our research
tells us about how these deaths occur, and how they are too often overlooked. The reported circumstances of
her final months are consistent with the patterns described above, and a public inquest is the appropriate
mechanism to examine them thoroughly. Conducted with full attention to the DFV context of her death, such
an inquest has the potential to generate findings and recommendations that reach far beyond this one case
and that could prevent future deaths.

We would welcome the opportunity to provide further information, and we urge you to bring the full weight of
the available evidence to bear on this decision.




Yours sincerely,

Affiliations are listed for identification purposes only. Signatories have endorsed this letter in their individual
expert capacity.

Professor Heather Douglas AM
Melbourne Law School, The University of Melbourne;
Deputy Director, ARC Centre of Excellence for the Elimination of Violence Against Women (CEVAW)

Dr Hayley Boxall
Senior Research Fellow, POLIS (The Centre for Social Policy Research), Australian National University

Professor Donna Chung
Social Work, Curtin University

Professor Kyllie Cripps
Criminology, Monash University;
Chief Investigator, CEVAW

Professor Molly Dragiewicz
School of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Griffith University

Dr Alison Evans
Chief Executive Officer, Centre for Women’s Safety and Wellbeing, Western Australia

Professor Kate Fitz-Gibbon
Faculty of Business and Economics, Monash University

Professor Cathy Humphreys
Honorary Professor, The University of Melbourne;
Chief Investigator, CEVAW

Associate Professor Lesley Laing
Honorary Associate Professor, Faculty of Education and Social Work, The University of Sydney

Professor Silke Meyer
Social Work, Griffith University;
Associate Investigator, CEVAW

Professor Melanie O'Brien
Deputy Head of School (Research), University of Western Australia Law School

Professor Patrick O'Leary
School of Human Services and Social Work, Griffith University;
Chief Investigator, CEVAW

Professor Marie Segrave
Professorial Fellow, The University of Melbourne

Associate Professor Stella Tarrant
University of Western Australia Law School

Associate Professor Jane Wangmann
Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney;
Non-Government Sector Expert, NSW Domestic Violence Death Review Team

Professor Sarah Wendt
Department of Social Work, The University of Melbourne;
Chief Investigator, CEVAW
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